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DIRECTIONS 



FOR 



A DEVOUT AND DECENT BEHAVIOUR 



IN THE 



PUBLIC WORSHIP OF GOD. 



IT is grievous to confider how 
many Chriftians there are 
(if fuch as they deferve fie 
Name of Chriftians) who come 
not to Church at all, or very 

* * 

feldom, to pay that public Duty 
and Worfhipto GOD, which our 
Religion calls for, and the Laws 
of our Country enjoin. And 
even of thofe who do come, we 

, x 

find too many behaving them- 

s 

felves in fuch a carelefs Manner, 
as if the \Vorfhip of GOD were 
either not their Bufinefs there, or 
not worth minding. Some fit 
all the Time of Prayers ; or put 
themfelves into fuch other lazy 
and irreverent Poitures, as ihew 

furliciently they have no Senfe of 

j / 

what the mould be doin nor 



with their Neighbours ; and this 
is efpecially obfervable while the 
Leffbns are reading; as if the 
holy vScriptures, though given 
by Infpiration &lt;f GOD, were not 
always to be "heard, marked, 
" learned, and inwardly digeft- 
" ed," that fo they may anlwer 
the Ends for which they were 
written, and become profitable 
for Doflrine, for Reproof, for 
Correction, for Inftruftion in 
Rigbteoufnefs ; or, in one Word, 
good to the Ufe of Edifying, 



&&amp;gt; 



, 



any Awe or Reverence of the 
glorious Being they come to ad- 
drefs. Others lay themfelves to 
leep) or trifle away their Time 
in thinking of their worldly Af- 
iairs. Others gaze and flare 
about upon the Congregation, 
or keep talking and \vhifpering 



Tim. iii. 16. With regard to 
fuch cold and carelefs Worlhip- 
pers, we may apply to the Church 
what Jacob faid of Bethel; Surely 
the Lord is in ibis Place, and 
they know if not. They do not 
confider, that they are in the 
immediate Prefence of GOD, and 
that by fuch a Behaviour they 
affront him to his Face, while 
they fhould be devoutly attend- 

* .- 

ing to his Word, or praying to 
Him. 

Others there are, who do in- 
A 2 deed 
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d fhew fonic Inclination to 
mind the Prayers, and all the 
reft of the Service ; but they do 
it with Io mucli Ignorance, 
Diftra&ion or Confufion, as 
difcover that they do not rightly 
under (land the Difference be 
tween one Part of the Service 
and another; or con fide r that 
i ^ine are Prayer^ fonie Praifcs 
and Tbankjgivings, fome public 
Profcjfions of the Chriftian Faitn, 
and ionic no more than Injlruc- 
tions, Commands, or Exhortations^ 
to the People. \Ye often find 
them repeating after the Alinif- 
ter what he alone fhouid fpeak, 
and they fhouldonly hearken to. 
They are alfo apt, when they 
join in the Prayers, to fay them 
after him fo loud, as mult needs 
be troublefomc, and difturb 
thofe that are near them, 

Now that fuch wcll-difpofed 
Perfons may be taught bow to 
order their Devotions better, 
and to worfhip GOD, not only 
I dth the Spirit, but ivith the Un- 
derftanding too^ the following 
Directions are earneftly recom 
mended to their Corjiideration 
and Practice. 

Firft then, Have a confcien- 
tious Regard to this Advice of 
SckmoU) (to whom GOD gave a 
\rife and underftanding Heart) 
Keep thy Foot when thou goefl to 
the Houfe of GOD ; and fo look 
to every Step you take in your 
Approach to it, that you come 
his more immediate 11 re fence 
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with fuch Contemplations, Me 
ditations, and Refleclions in your 
Mind, as will lift up your Soul 
unto him, under an awful and 
juft Senfe of his divine Majefty 
and Perfections ; and with that 
humble and contrite 1 Spirit, which 
dependent Creatures and mife- 
rable Sinners ought to have. 
Remember, that iince GOD is 
a Spirit, your Worfhip of him 
muft be fpiritual and reafonahle, 
fincere and pure. It muft flow 
from a divine and heavenly 
Frame of Mind. But yet, as 
the whole Man confifls of Body 
and Soul together, you mud glo 
rify -Him in both ; (i Cor. vi. 
20. j and, confidering their na&lt; 
tural Union and Sympathy, you 
mud take fuch Heed to every 
Gefture and Pofture of your 
Body, as that they may be fuch 
as will beft exprefa your Hu 
mility, Reverence, .and Ear- 
neftnefs, and keep up fuitable 
Thoughts and Affections in 
your Soul. Particularly, you 
will, I believe, hence think, 
that a kneeling Pofture is mod 
proper; being that which Na 
ture feems to diclate in folemn 
Adorations and humble Coa- 
feffions, without this exprefs 
Call for it from the infpired 
Pfalmift, Pfal. xcv. 6. come 
let us wor/bip and fall down, and 
KNEEL before the Lord our 
key. But, 

Secondly, If you are thus pre 
pared to ivwjbip GOD in Spirn 

ant 
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and in Truth , you will then be 
fure to go fo early to his Houfe, 
as to be there at the very Be- 

j 

ginning of the Service : Since 
the fame Obligation lies upon 
you to attend every Part of his 
public W or (hip, as to come to 
Church at all. For if you mifs 
the Beginning of it, you lofe 
the Opportunity of confeffing 
your Sins, and the Comfort of 
hearing your Pardon declared 
and pronounced to you there 
upon. Betide, that by coming 
late you difturb the Congre 
gation to make way for you. 
Take care alfo not to leave the 
Church, without great Necef- 
fity, till after the Minifter has 

* 

given the Bleffing, that concludes 
the whole Service; for if you 
go out before, you will feem to 
defpife the Bleffing; and if you 
do fo, you cannot expecl the 
Grace and Peace of GOD fliould 
go along with you. But, 

Thirdly , Having, as foon as 
you can, gotten a convenient 
Opportunity after yourEntrance 
into the Church, fall down upon 
your Knees in private Prayer 
to GOD, for the Affiftance of 
his Spirit in thofe folemn Duties 
of Religion you come to per 
form. You will behave as in 
his SigHt; you will look upon 
Him as obferving what you 
think, as well as what you fay and 
do ; and take Care all the while 
you are at Church, that the in 



ward Difpofitions of your Soul, 
and the outward Demeanour of 
your Body be fuch as becometh 
not only the Holinefs and Wor- 
fhip of his Houfe, but his more 
immediate Prefence. 

In Prayer, you will fix your 
Thoughts wholly upon GOD^ 
who alone heareth Prayer; you 
will difengage your Mind from 
all worldly Concerns ; you will 
keep your Eyes from wandering* 
and your Lips from difturbing 
others in their Devotions. 

In Thankf giving, imprint upon 
your Heart a juft and lively 
Senfe of GOD S Goodnefs and 
Loving-kindnefs to yourfelf and 
to all Men ; fince you will then 
feel how joyful and pie af ant a 
Thing it is to be thankful, Pfalm 
cxlvii. i. 

In Hearing of GOD S Word, 
(whether it be read or preached) 
be not only attentive to it, but 
inwardly digefl it, by applying 
to your own Confcience its ge~ 
neral Admonitions, Reproofs, or 
Exhortations; and by treafuring 
up in your Memory its Pre 
cepts and Examples, its Pro- 
mi fes and Threatenings, for the 
conftant and right ordering of 
your Converfation. 

In Singing Pfalms let your 
Underftanding and Spirit diret 
and govern the Melody of your 
Voice, that fo your Heart may 
be no lefs filled with Grace, than 
your Tongue with Joy. And 

A 3 Lafllfr 
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Laftly, In Receiving the Sa 
crament of the Lord s Supper, 
renumber always the exceeding 
great Love of our Mailer and 
only Saviour in dying for us, 
and the innumerable Benefits 
which by his precious Blood- 
(hedding He hath obtained for 
us. Fur you will then at all 
Times draw near to receive it 
with Faith, with a penitent and 
obedient Heart, in Love and 
Chanty with all Mankind, and 
with a determined Reiolution to 
iorukc thofe Sins which brought 
Him even to the Death upon the 
Crofs! which will likewife en 
gage you to feive Him in true 
Ilolinefs and Rightcoufuefs all 
the Days of your Life. 

But befide thefe general Di 
rections for the public Worfhip 
of God, there are others, which 
particularly concern a devout 
and proper Ufe of the Book of 
Common Prayer appointed by 
the Church of England; and 
which will require your imme 
diate Attention to the Nature 
and Order of every Part in that 
Service. 

Now the firft Thing done by 
the Minifler, is to read fome Sen 
tences out of the Holy 

Tt 

Scriptures. Hearken 
.? -\ iteK as. 1-1- .1 *u r 

diligently to thele ; 
and confider them as fpoken by 
the Infpiration or Command of 
GOD himfelf at firft, and now 

6 



repeated by his Minifter, to pnt 
you in mind of fomething which 
He would have you believe or 
do. For they are all fuch Sen 
tences as not only bring our Sins, 
againd Him to our Remem 
brance; but allo his Promifes 
of Pardon and Forgivenefs, if 
we do repent : that fo we may 
worfhip Him with that Reve 
rence and godly Fear, which be 
comes thole who are fenlible of 
their own Sinfulnels and Unwor- 
thinefs to approach iiis divine 
Majefty; and likewife, with tru : t 
Faith and humble Confidence 
which becomes thofe, who be 
lieve that upon our Repentance 
He will pardon and accept us, 
according to his Promifes. 

Then follows a (olemn Ex 
hortation. Now 
while this is- read- 

/ i i T Exhortation. 

ing (which is the 
Minifter s Part alone, and not to 
be repeated after him by the 
Congregation) take particular 
Notice of every Word and Ex- 

t 

prcffion id it, as contiivcd on 
purpoie to prepare you for the 
Worfhip of GOD, by podeiiino 
your Mincls with a due Scnle of 
his fpecial Prcfence, and of the 
great End of your coming be 
fore Him at this Time; which 
will no doubt compoi e your 
Thoughts for that Pare of the 
Service which follows next; I 
mean, an humble Confcffion of 
your Sins. 

But 
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But here, while you are 
CQnfcJJing to GOD 
with your Mouth, 
and repeating Sen 
tence by Sentence after the Mi 
ni iter 1 . be fure to do the fame 
in your Heart; calling to mind 
as many as you can of thofe 
particular Sins which you have 
been guilty of; either by doing 
what you ought not to do* or not 
doing what ycu ought ; fo as to 
be heartily forry for them, and 
ftedfaftly to refolve againft them 
for the Time to come : implor 
ing his Mercv in the Pardon of 

v~7 J i 

them, and his Grace, that from 
henceforward you may entirely 
forfake them, and bring forth 
the Fruits of an unfeigned Re 
pentance. 

The Confejfion ended, and you 
continuing upon your Knees, 
the Minifter ftands 
up, and in the Name 
of GOD declares and 
pronounces Pardon and For- 
givenefs to all that truly repent, 
and unfeignedly believe his 
holy Gofpel. But while the 
Abfolutjon is thus pronouncing 
you are to hearken to it with 
perfect Silence, not reading or 
repeating it along with the Mi- 
niiter, as many ignorant or un 
thinking people do; for it is 
the Minifter s Duty alone to 
make this Declaration by Au 
thority from GOD, and in his 
Name, as his Ambaflador. 
However, every particular, Per- 



The 
Alfolulicn. 



fon there prefent ought humbly 
and thankfully to apply it to 
himfelf, fo far as to be fully 
perftiaded in his own Mind, 
that if his Confcience tells him, 
that after an unfeigned and un- 
fhaken Belief in Chrift he doth 
iv.-illy and heartily repent; he 
will be difcharged and abfolved 
from all the Sins he had before 
committed, as certainly as if 
GOD himfelf had declared it 
with his own Mouth, fince his 
Minifler has done it in his 
Name, and by his Power. 

What follows is the Lord s 
Prayer, in which the 
whole Congregation ^ e L r J** 
joins : For looking 
upon ourfelves as thus abfolved 
from our fins, thro a Faith that 
worketh true Repentance ; we, 
as reconciled unto GOD through 
his Son, may have fuch Bold- 
nefs and Accefs to the Throne 
of divine grace, as by the Spirit 
of Adoption to cry out Abba 
Father, Rom. viii. 16. in the 
very Form he taught us to pray, 
faying, Our Father, ivhich art 
in Heaven, &lt;rc. 

This done, we are to lift up 
our Hearts to GOD 

in this Petition of his Preparation 

Mini ft er for his Grace, 
{) Lord, open thou our 
Lips ; to which the Anfwer is, 
what it ought to be, from the 
People, Ami our Mouth Jball 
Jheiv forth thy Praife. Thus 
the Mini Her again, God, make 

A 4 
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.rd to faw us; (hit People, 
O i AL/A.V bjftc to help wj. 

Then immediately (landing up, 
we pill ourfelves into a Pollure 
of giving Praife to the One liv- 
, and true GOD; the King 
A ///go , and Lord of Lords. 
For which Purpole the Minilter 
firjj lays, Glory be to the Fatber, 
tvc. ; the People, to ihevv their 
Content, anfwer, As it was hi 
(be Beginning, &c. The Mh- 
Jiiller calling again upon the 
People, Pnujr \r the Lord ; and 
the People an 1 \vering, The Lord s 
Name be praifed : We go on ac 
cordingly to praile 

TkePfalmt ]In by fayi ()r 
find Hymns. XT . 

ii, f the i\mef\- 
! th -Pfjlm, a; en the Pfaims 
appointed lor the Day. After 
every one of which (to teltify 
that it is the fame divine Ikin 
Three Pcrfons and one (.-OP, in 
Honour of whom theie Piahns 
were comDofed. and made tife 

i 

of in the [ewilh Church ; and 
who is Hill praiied and -vvorihip- 
ped by them in the Chriitian 
Church) \\e repeat that incom 
parable Hymn, Glory be to thr 
Father i &c. Xo\v while you, 
together with the Minifter, are 
repeating thefe Pfalms, and this, 
or the other Hymns ^ that are ufed 
in different Places of the Ser 
vice, to the Honour and Glory 
of GOD; obferve the Miniller s 
Parts as well as your own, and 
lift up your Hearts, together 
with your Voices, in acknow 



ledging, magnifying, and praif- 
ing the infinite Wifdom, and 
Power, andGoodnefs, and Glory 
of the molt High GOD in all hi:. 
Works, the Wonders that He 
has done, and ftill docs for the 
Children of Men, and for your- 
felf among the reft. And in 
doing this you jland up ; not 
only to fignify, but to forward 
the lifting up of your Mind at 
the lame Time. For as on the 
one Hand, if our Souls be really 

/ ^ 

lifted up to contemplate and 
praife GOD, our Bodies will na 
turally rife in that erect Poiturc : 
which is natural to, and mod 



h Man; fo on the other 
Hand, the railing up of our li 

s helps towards the railing up 
of our fouls too, by putting us 
in mind of that high and hea 
venly Work we are about ; 
wherein, according to our weak 
Capacities, we join with Saints 
and Angels above in prailing 

JD now, as we hope to do 
hereafter, in their blelled Com 
pany for evermore. 

When GOD S Word is read 
ing, in either of 
the Chaptcrs,whe- 
ther of the Old or 
New Teftament, receive it not 
as the Word of Men, but as it 
is in Truth the Word of GOD, 
^ Jjicb effectually worketb in you 
that believe, i Theff. ii. 13. 
And therefore hearken to it with 
the fame Attention, Reverence, 
and Faith, as you would have 

done* 
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done, if you had flood by Mount ing it here, we do in the Face 
Sinai) when GOD proclaimed of the Congregation profefs our- 
the Law, or bv 



our Saviour s 

Side, when He pubh (lied the 

Gofpd. But remember alfo, 

that you hear in order to prac- 

tife : and be ye Doers oftht Word^ 

and not Hearers only, deceiving 

your ownjelves. James i. 22. 

QiJferve in thofe Parts of Scrip 
ture that are read to you, what 

Sins Almighty God there warns 

you againft; what Duties He 

there requires you to perform; 

what Doctrines He there teaches 

you ; and be fure that when you- 

go Home, you think of them., 

and live accordingly. 

As foon as the Firft Leffon is 

read, and again after the Second^ 
we renew our de 
vout Praifes to GOD 
in certain Hymn:; ap 
pointed for that pur- 

TV r* J r 

i /7/* f YPP fl (^ \ * 1 

pole. And then with 
one Heart and Voice we all re 
peat the ApcjUes* Creed^ or that 
of St. Athanafius, upon the Days 
our Church has ordered it, to 
finify and declare our Affent 
to, and firm Belief of the whole 
Scriptures, but efpecially of ? 
Golpel of CHR IST. Many igno 
rant People feern to take the 
Creed to be a Prayer, and re 
peat it as fvich ; which is a very 
grofs Miftake, It is not a 

Prayer, but only a folemn Ac- The Lord be s:ith you, and they 
knowledgment and Profcfjionof put up the fame Petition for the 
our faith, or what we do believe Minifler, anfwenng him, And 
as Chriftians, And by repeat- .//&gt; tby Spirit. Upon which 

they 



Hymn* after 
the Lfffoas. 



(elves to continue in the Num 
ber of CHRIST S Difciples : and 
that as we were at firlt baptized, 
fo we ftill believe in the Name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoft, one GOD bleffed for 
ever. And this alfo we do 
Itandinp* to fignify our Readi- 

* &lt;^ * j 

nefs to defend this Faith to the 
utmoft of pur Power againft all 
Oppoiition whatfoever. Be fure 
therefore, that you really be 
lieve every Article as you pro 
nounce it, that you be not found 
Diifemblers and Hypocrites ia 
the Siqjit of GOD : And when 

o 

you ftand up to repeat the Creed, 
let it be your ferious Purpofe to 
continue in thai: good Profeflion, 
and to ftand by it, and bold iff aft 
without id t :&lt;_/;;, Heb. x. 23. 
under ail Perfecutions, if you 
fhall be called at any Time to 
fufler for it. 

The next Thing we do is to 
make known our Wants, and 
prefent our Petitions 
unto GOD. But feeing 
that neither Minifler 
nor Per can pof- Prepare 
fibly do i: aright, thereto. 
H i:hout the Grace and Affiance 
pf GOD himfelf, the Miniiter 
firft prays for his fpecictl Pre- 
fence with the People, faying, 



10 



Directions for a devout and decent 



they ail immediately adore GOD, 
and beg for Mercy from each 
Perfon of the bleiled Trinity, 
faying, Lord bjve M 
us ; Chriji have Mercy upon us ; 
Lrd have Mercy upon vs. And 
having again addrdfed onrfelves 
to GOD in that moft perfect Form 
which Chrift himfrlf hath taught 
us, the Lord s Prayer, the Mi- 
nifter and Pecp.c- &gt;y Turns lift 
up their Hearts 

Short Ejacu. C\c\\\ in foire 
lotions, or ,,- 

Petition an( * devout Ejacu 

lations) ftriving as 
it were to outvie each other in 
prevailing with the Almighty to 
pour down his Bleflin^s upon 
us. Then in an humble and 
folemn Manner v. 

J* l j?f^W rl join together in pe 
er Coll? fit* , 

titioning the divine 

Majefty for his Grace and Fa 
vour, his Defence and Protec 
tion, his Mercy and P&gt;ldlings, 
for ourfelves, for the King, for 
the Royal Family, for the 
Church, and for all Mankind. 
This we ordinarily do in the 
Collcft appointed for that Pur- 
pofe ; but uoon Wedriefda 
Friday, and the Lords Day 

Mo mine, we do it 
The Litany, in the Lit any , and 

in fuch a Litany as 
comprehends all and every 
Thing that we need to defire of 
Almighty GOD, either for our- 
felvrs or others. 

While thefe Prayers are read 
ing, we ought devoutly to conti- 



nue upon our Knees; not fitting, 

nor in any other 

flothful Poihire, ?s X, "*&gt;* 

r , deiJOtizn in 

too many profane! v t h; ,, Prajc ,.^ 
and irreverently do. 

- 

See therefore, that as you cbme 
tr&gt; Church to pray to GOD, you 
do it in that awful, lowly, and 
folernn Manner which becomes 
Creatures, when you (peak to 
your Great and Almighty Cre 
ator. And although you ought 
not to repeat the Prayers aloud, 
to the Difturbance of other Peo 
ple, yet you muft repeat them 
in your hearts; your Minds ac 
companying the Minider from 
one Prayer to the other, and from 
one Part of each Prayer to the 
other, all along, with Affections 
fui table to the Matter founding 
in your Ears; humbly adoring 
and praifirig GOD, according 
to the Names, Properties, and 
Works which are attributed to 
Him at the Beginning of each 
Prayer; earneftly defiring the 
good Things which were afked 
of him in the Body of it, for 
yo irfelves or others ; and fted- 
faftly believing in the Merits 
andlnterccflion of [KST s CHRIST 
for your obtaining of them, 
when He is named, as he is at 
the End of every Prayer, except 
that of St. Cbryfqftom, hecaufe 
tr.at is di reeled immediately to 
CHRIST himfelf. At the Con. 
clufion of every Collecl alfo, 
you are to tcftify your fincere 
joining in it, and your earned 

Defire 
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DefireofaShare in the Bleflmgs Hearts return oar Praifes for 
prayed for, by a folemn Amen: it, when we come to that Paf- 
\vhich fi ^nifies So be gc, Thy Goodncfs and Lovin?- 
Amen * iV; or,Thus I heartily 
prjy God it may l-e. But in the 
Lituny, the like Aflent is figni- 
fied by the An fivers which the 

* ^ 

People are directed to make in 

their proper Places ; 
Aufwrs in A Good Lord fcij vr 

ti:e Litany. , r 11 

us ; that is, rrom all 
thoie Sins, or other Evils, which 
the Mini Her has juft before men 
tioned. We befeecb thce to bear 
us good Lord; that is, to grant 
thoie Blefiings which the Mi- 
nifier has jult now recommend 
ed to our Defircs. By thefe 

\ve do ex^refiv, and more at 

/ 

lar^e, make the feveral Petitions 
recited before by the Mi aider, 
our own Petitions and Reqaefti 

A 

to GOD. 

And having thus in the Col 
lects or Litany, p raved for ail 
nec^fiary Bleffin&a for 

j 

The general oiitfelves and others, 
Wti&tpvy it is hut fit we ihoulci 
prune Him alfo for 
thofe Mercies we have already 
received; and give Thanks, 
not only in Behalf of ourieives, 
but according o the Apo- : tie s 
Direction, for all Mankind; 
which we do, toward the End 
of th~&gt; Service, in the general 
Tbankfri vinp-. Here, if we h -.ve 

&lt;J o o 

any ipecial or particular Mercy 
to bleii GOD for upon our own 
Account, let us gratefully re 
member it, and fecretly in our 



to us and to all Men. 
But let ns itir up ourfelves to 
the utmolt. Fervency that is 
poflible, when we praife Hint 
for his incftimable Love in i 
Redemption of the World by our 
Lord Jefiis Cbrijl,for the Meant 
of Grace, and for the^ Hop? of 
Glory. For as thefe are the 
create!! Bleffings He could be- 
flow upon us, the thankful Ac 
knowledgment of them is one 
of the chief Ends of our coming 
together thus in Chriftian Af- 
femblies. And let us not only 
heartily pray, but finccrely re- 
folve and endeavour to Ihew our 
Senle of thefe, .as of all God s 
other Mercies, by our holy and 
obedient Lives. 

After the general Thankf- 
giving. we have the Prayer of St. 
Cbryfoftam j and xhen 
the -mider alone c ^ nc ^ in g 
concludes with The 
Grace of our Lord Jefits Chrift^ 
&lt;xc. In which Piayer is com- 
p:e-e;!tied all we have delired, 
or can cieiiie, to make us com 
pletely hqjry both now and for 
ever. And with this our com 
mon daily Sc; vice ends. 

But upo-i Suxifays a. id Holi 
days we proceed to ^ 7 
the Communion Sfr- 1 v Ccmmu ~ 

nr^n Service. 

ii ce ; to that Pa it 
of !t at lerrc which our Church 
enjoins to be uied on inch Days. 

though 



Direffions for a dtzuut and decent ^ 



Con- 



though there be no actual Com 
munion. Now in the Pn.vrrs 
here, the lame Temper and 
Devotion are to govern u.s, as 
in thofe before put up ; the 
lame Reverence and Attention 
when the Epiftlcs and Gofpch 
arc read, as when the other 
Scriptures (the frjl and Jecor.d 
Ldibns) are ; the fame Faith 
and holy Zeal and Courage, 
when the Niccne deed is re- 
peated, as when the Apojlles* or 
the Atb&mfian Creed is To. But 
\vhat is mo ft particular in this 
Service is, that the 
Ten Commandments 

r . , 

are iolemnly read 
by the Miniiter ; and to ex- 
preis the greater Authority, as 
pronouncing them in the Name 
of GOD, he does it ftanding* 
The Congregation in the mean 
Time is to continue knelling , 
not that the Commandments 
ar^ a Prayer, (as fome weak 
People fancy them to be; nor 
are they to be repeated after 
the Minifter, as many ignorantly 
do) hut becaufe it is with a pe 
culiar Reverence that we oii^ht 
to hear this awful Declare n 
and Summary of GOD S W. 
and of our Duty, in the very 
Words of GOD himfeif: and 
becaufe that at the End of each 
Commandment, our Chinch 
has pioufly directed us to beg 
the Mercy of GOD, in pardon 
ing what we have been guilty of 
againlt the Rule of that Com 



mandment, and his Grace to 
keep it buter for the future, in 
theie Words, /,- we Mercy 

&gt;n US) and i . our Hearts 
to ktep tb;* jL*7C ; which being 
a. Prayer, o\ to be humbly 
offered uj. on our Knees. Be 
very ferious therefore when the 
Commandments are read; and 
think, as the Minifter goes 
along in every one of ihem, 
whether you have not offended 
GOD, by Thought, Word, or 
Deed, in fomcthtng contrary to 
that Commandment, (for in 
many Things ive all ojjcnd, as the 
ApolUe tells us, James iii. 2.) 
And accordingly when you join 
with the reft of the Congrega 
tion in that fhort Prayer which 
follows each, beg Pardon of 
GOD witli a deep and true Re 
pentance : and, whether your 
Confcicnce accufe you or not, 
be ferious and in carneil when 

vi beg of GOD to incline your 
Heart to keep that Article of his 
Law, and to write the Whole 
upon it more effectually. 

This Part of the Service con 
cludes with a Blrjjingi (to be 
pronounced by the T; , f Elcj j; ng 
Miniiier alone, and at tke End of 
not to be lei eaf-d ^" Commu. 
after him) which is nhtt & * 
in theie Words; " The Peace 
u of God, which paifeth all Un- 
" derftariding, keep your Hearts 
" an- uds in the Knowledge 
" ?nd Love of (OD, and of his 
" Son Jefus Chriit our LORD ; 

" and 



P R A YE R S, &c. 13 

;s and the Blefling of GOD Al- pardon what he has feen arnifs 

" mighty, the Father, the Son, in you fincc you came into his 

" and the Holy Ghoft, be Pretence: andgracioufly to hear 

" amotioft you, and remain the Prayers, and to accept of 

with you always." Amen. the Praifes, which you have 

After the Bieifing, it may now offered up to Him, through 

be fit to continue ft ill for forne the Merits of JESUS CHRIST 

Time noon your Knees, humbly our only Mediator and Ad- 

befecching Almighty GOD to vocate. 

A PRAYER at our firft Entrance intv the Cburcb. 

LORD, I am now in thine Hearts to Scrioufnefs, Atteo- 
Houie; ailiit, I pray Thee, tion and Devotion; and grant 
and accept of my Services. En- that we may improve this Op- 
able me," and all who m all this portunity to the Honour of thy 
Day meet in thy Name, to wor- holy Name, and the Benefit of 
fhip Thee in Spirit and in Truth, our Souls, through JefusCbriftj 

Let thy holy Spirit help our our Lord. Amen. 
Infirmities, and difpofe our 

A PRAYER at Church after the Service is ended. 

Leffed be thy Name, O of thy Word, and not Hearers 

* y J 

Lord, for this Opporui- only. Pardon our Wanderings 

nity of attending Thee in Thy and Imperfections ; and accept 

Houfe and Service. both us and our Services, thro 

Grant that I, and all that pro- our only Mediator Jefus Chrijl. 

fefs thy Name, may be Doers Amen. 




In order to a (lift pious Chriftians in their religious Exercifes of private De 
votion, where other Helps may be wanting, it has been thought conve 
nient to add the two following Tables. Thefr/t of the COLLECTS in 
the Book oi: Common Prayer, as they may fuit the general or particular 
Circumftances ot Chriftians. The other of the BOOK of PSALMS ; 
which abounds with a Variety or divine Thoughts, holy Ejaculations, 
and religious Meditations for Prayers, Praifes, and Thankfgivings. 

An Alphabetical TABLE of the Weekly COLLECTS in the Book of Common 

Pray er, reduced under proper Heads. 

AFFLICTION. ANGELS. 

AYERS for Deliverance from, and A Prayer for the Guardianfhip of 

Support under AffiiBiom. Col- Avgels* Collect for St. Michael. 

lefts for the third Sunday after the CHARITY, See LOVE. 
Ej&gt;iJ&gt;hay t eighth after Trinity, and 

f.ft h Sunday in Lent, CHASTITV. 



A Talk of COLLECTS. 



CHASTITY. 

A Prayer for Cbaflity. Colled for the 
frft Sunday in Lent. 

CHRIST. 

A Pra\cr for the Imitation of CHRIST. 
Colleds for the Sunday next before 
, and the jwmd Sunday after 



c 



For the Benefit of CHRIST S Death. 
Colled for the denunciation. 

CHURCH. 

Prayers for the Uvruerfal Church. 
Collefts for the _^/&gt;j& Sunday at rcr 
Epiph.T&gt;-y, the //&gt;- /7/ Sunday attcr 
fafler, St. 7^" the Evangelift, and* 
the t wo Jit- ft Collects for Good Frit fa 

For the Unity ot" the Church. Colled 
for St. Simon and Jude. 

For the Peace of the Church. Collects 
for the ffrhf fifteenth, and ti stutj- 
fecond Sunduvs after Trini y. 

COMFORT. 

A PrajfrfoT fpiritual Comfort. Collect 
for the Sunday after the Ajcenjlon. 

GoNTRIf KW. 
A Prayer for Cintritii.:. Collect for 

^-J/ .- TV. 

CoVETOUSNFSS. 

A Prayer aga ; nft C-TV O;/ /;;//}. Collect 
for St. / -v j Day. 

COURAGF. 

A Prayer for Cbriftian Courage. Col- 
led for St, j6/v/ Bnptijl. 

EKIMIFS. 

A Pr/yer for Deliverance from J?.v^- 
w/&lt;rf. Colled for the /^/r&lt;/ Sunday 
in Lent. 

EXAMPLES. 

Prayers that we may f./^o^v the Extfntph 
of CHRIST. Collects for the Sunday 
next before / and the fecond 

Sunday after Eafter. 

FAITH. 
Prayers for a right and firm Fn 

Collcdls for Trmits Sunday, St. 

TbomaSy and St. Mtirk. 
For Faith, Hope and C barify* Colled 

for ihs fourteenth Sunday after Tri 



GRACE. 

Prayers for Grace and Affiance in OUT 
Chriftian Cotirfe. Colleds for the 
fourth Sunday in Advent, fecond in 
Lent, Eajier Dfty, third Sunday after 
E"_far, and the frj} t Jwtnth, and 
thirteenth after Trinity. 

HlAVEN. 

A Pr&lt;i\tr for he. -: //// Defires. Colled 
for As mfijTt Dw. 

^ 

For Admittance to the Enjoymerrt of 

GOD in He&lt;i&lt;vfH. C&lt;ilfcctj&gt; for the 
the / x ^ Sunday after 
ii ;d the Sunday after 



HUMILITY. 

A Prayer for Humility and Patience. 
Cclkd for the Sunday before Et 



for lllnmtnatiffn^ or a right 
Judgment in all Things. Colleds 
for Wbitfuaetay t firft Sunday after 
Epiphatiy 9 and the /////// after 7V/. 



JUDGMENTS. 

Prayers for Deliverance from 
m;nts. Colleds for SfptM 

, and \hc. fourth Suiviay in 



LOVE. 

for the ?-T,Y- of GOD and Ins 
Laws. Collects for the fourth Sun, 
dav after E,f7fter, and the fi.rtb, 

J .J 7 

c :thj and fourteenth af ter 7V ;..v r . 
For Z--y&lt;? and Ct, r/, \. Colkcl for 
Quiuy ui?g rji n)?i S unda y . 

MINISTERS. 
A Prayer for the Fiuiefs of Minifltn. 

Colled for St. Matthias. 
That they may be diligent. Colled 

for St. Pc:?r s Day. 
That their Labours may be ft;ccefbful. 

Colled for the third Sunday in Ad, 



MORTIFICATION. 
Prayers for ^Mortification . Colleds for 

Circumcijion and E.ijler Eve. 

OBEDIENCE. 



A Table of COLLECTS. 



OBEDIENCE. 

that we may ob^, and follow 
the Doftrine of the Apoitks. Col 
lects for the Converfion of St. P&lt;/u/, 
and St. JJ:a Baptift. See GOOD 
WORKS. 

PRAYERS. 

For the Acceptance of our Prrjcrs. 
Colled for the tenth Sunday after 
Trinity . 

PROVIDENCE. 

Prayers for Protection hv GOD S Pfwi* 
&ncc. Colkcts for the/trW, third, 
f .xrtb, and i-axnti;th Sundays alter 
Trinity. 

PURITY. 

A P/virr for Purify of Heart. Col 
lect for the Purification. 

REGENERATION. 

A Prffjfr for re. Coiled for Ckrifl- 



RELIGION, 

A Prayer that we may be truly Reli 
gious. Collect for the fe-jf-nth San- 
day after Trinity, 

SAINTS, 

Prayers for the Imitation of them. 
Collects for / , St. Ste- 

pken, St. fhilip) .St. James, St. jthn 
jBaptift, and All Si;Jnfs. 

SCRIPTURE. 

A Prayer before reading the Scripture. 
Collect for the J econd Sunday in Ad- 
iv///. 



Prayers for Confer fun trom Stn Col. 
lefts tor the firjl Sunday in Adi 
they?-/? Sunday after Eifter, St. 
drew, St. J a/nes ) and &gt; . \ t :+tht 

For Pardon of Six. C &gt;r the 

twelfth, t-iuen . -fir ft * and twenty ~ 
fourth Sundav S after Trinity. 

SINCERITY. 

A Prayer for it. Colled for the 
Sunday after for. 

HOLY SPIRIT. 

Prayers for the Direction of the 
Spirit. Collects tor the n 
Sunday after Trinity, and fifth after 



TEMPTATIONS. 

Prayers for Delivtranee from, and 5".^. 
^.;r/ under Temptations. Col lefts for 
the fourth Sunday after Epiphany ^ 
and l\\zfecoml in Iw/. 

I HOUQHTS. 

A Prnytr againft evil Thoughts. Col- 
left for \bR fifth Sundav aiter Eajrer. 

UNBELIEVERS. 

A Prayer for _Jr-vs, Turks, lnfidch t 
and Heretics. The //j/ri/ Collecl for 



GOOD* WORKS. 
Prayers for Faithiuioefs in 

Collefts for the fifth Sunday after 
Eafter, and thej^r/^, imilb, ete^j ?2th t 
tlirteehtb, Jevcnlte ith y and twenty - 
Sundays after Trinity. 



A fart Account of the Occvfion and Dcfign of the Pfalms c/~ DAVID ; nvh cb may 
ferve in tJ:e private Ufe of that drains llcok, as an Help to find out Jush Pjalms us 
may fuii tks general or particular Ciftumftanccs of Cbrijiiatn. 



M 



OST of the Pfalms are Prayers comnofed when Da-vid^ or fome other 
prophetic Author, was expcfcd to great Danger or Affliction; and there. 
fore Mies, to GOD as his only Help in Time of Need, implores his Mercy, the 
Pardon of Sins, or Deliverance from Dangers and Afflictions. Many are Pfalms 
GfTbankfgruinghi Mercies received: fome are defigned to dtfplay the Attributes 
and P ~ rfeiti;m of GOD ; while others convey to us the moft jtfrfu! m^ra 
Laftly, fome of the Pfalms are Prcpbetica/ y and fome few Hftorical. 



PRAYERS, 



A Table of PSALMS. 



PRAYERS. 

/ 

}. Prayers for Pardon of Sin. 

II. /Vrf)vr.rcorr)pofed when the Pfalmift 
V.MS deprived of an Opportunity of 
the public Exercife of Religion. 
Pfahn 42, 43, 63, 84. 

III. Prayers wherein the Pfalmift feems 
extremely dejeclcd, though not to 
tally deprived of Confolation, under 
his Afflictions. Pfalm 13, 22, 69, 

77 k$ 143- 
IV. Prayers wherein the Pfalmift afketh 

Help of God, in Confideration of 
his own Integrity, and the Upright, 
nefs of his Caufe. Pfalm 7, 17, 26, 



- V. Prayers exprefling the firmeft Truft 
and Confidence in GOD under Af- 
fliftions. Pfalm 3, 16, 27, 31, 54, 
56, 57, 61, 62, 71, 86. 

VI. Prayers compoftd when the Peo 
ple of GOD were under Affliction 
or Perfecution. Pfalm 44, 60, 74, 
79, 80, 83, 89, 94, 102, 123, 137. 

VII. The following are likewife 
Prayers in Time of Trouble and 
Affliction. Pfalm 4, 5, u, 28, 
4*&gt; 55&gt; 59&gt; 64, 70, 109, 120, 140, 
141, 142. 

VIII. Pravers of INTERCESSION. 
Pjalm 20, 67, 122, 132, 144. 



Pfalms of THANKSGIVING. 



i. 



for Mercies vouch- 
fafed to particular Perfons. Pfulm 9, 
18, 21, 30, 34, 40, 75, 103, 108, 
1 1 6, 1 1 8, 138, 144. 



II. 



fafed to the 



for Mercies -vouch. 

Ijrxdites in general. 
Pfalm ^ 48, 65, 66, 68, 76, 81, 
85^ 9 8 &gt; 105, 124, 126, 129, 135, 
136, 149. 

Pfahns of PRAISE and ADORATION, 
difplayiag the Attributes of GOD. 

I. General Acknowledgments of GOD S 
Goodnefs and Mercy, and particularly 
his Care and Protection of good 
Men. Pfalm 23, 34, 36, 91, 100, 
103, 107, 117, 121, 145, 14.6. 

II. Pjalms, difplaying the Power, Ma. 
j e fy&gt; Glory, and other Attributes of 

the Divine Being. Pfalm 8, 19, 24, 

2 9&gt; 33 47&gt; 5^ 6 5 66 &gt; 7^, 77, 93, 
9 I0 4&gt; I1J &gt; 113 JI 5&gt; 
47* H 8 &gt; JO- 
INSTRUCTIVE Pfahns. 

I. The different Characters of Good 
and Bad Men : the Happincfs of 
the one, and the Mifcries of the 
other, are represented in the fol 
lowing Pfalms i, 5, 7, 9 12, 14, 
15, 17, 24, 25, 32, 34, 36, 37, 50, 

5 2 53. 5 8 &gt; 73&gt; 75^ 8 4&gt; 9 1 * 9 1 * 94&gt; 
112, 119, 121, i2, 127, 128, 133. 

II. The Excellence of GOD S Law. 
Pfalm 19, 119. 

III. The Vanity of human Life. 
Pfalm 39, 49, 90. 

IV. Advice to Magiftrates. Pfalm 
82, 101. 

V. The Virtue of Humility. Pj almi^i. 

PROPHETICAL Pfalms. 
Pfalm 2, 1 6, 22, 40, 45, 68, 72, 87, 
no, 118. 

HISTORICAL Pfalms. 
Pfalm 78, 105, 1 06. 
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